CITIZEN’S INITIATIVE

A proposal for providing relief assistance to the victims of the communal holocaust in Gujarat

Introduction

You are aware of the tragic scenario that has been created in Gujarat. The following is a brief description of the sequence of events that finally resulted in a communal holocaust that left thousands dead, injured, homeless and dispossessed. In Ahmedabad alone we have the heart-rending situation of almost 55,000 people living in crowded

and inhuman conditions.

It all began on the morning of the 27th of February when a rioting mob set fire to 2 bogies of the Sabarmati Express coming with kar sevaks from Ayodhya where the VHP has given a call for the building of the temple. When the train took off from the Godhra station after a stop  of about 3 minutes, the chain was pulled and the train stopped just outside the Godhra station. Immediately a mob of about 500 - 1000 came on the scene and set fire to the two bogies - S-6 and S-8. This condemnable act of inhumanity took the life of about 58 persons and many more were in hospital with second and third degree burns.   Following this incident violence broke out in various parts of Gujarat starting with Godhra. The VHP gave a call for a state-wide bandh on 28th February to protest against the brutality in Godhra.

On the day of the bandh all hell broke loose as rampaging mobs, mainly comprising members of the VHP, Bajrang Dal and ABVP (all members of the Sangh Parivar, a consortium of religio-political organizations owing allegiance to the RSS), went around spreading terror, looting, burning, rioting, murdering and raping. At a certain place a fire brigade member who was trying to put out the fire was told by the mob "tamare holavu chhe ke mari javu chhe" (do you want to put out the fire or die?). The fire brigade reportedly had clear instructions not to act anywhere without police protection and no police protection was provided to them anywhere therefore they have not acted anywhere. At many places the rioting mobs, in a repeat of the Godhara incident, set fire to many houses, burning the persons inside the house. In Deesa (Banaskantha District of North Gujarat), a Muslim doctor was called on emergency duty and killed. In several places in Ahmedabad Muslims have reported that the police smashed their cars and vehicles or threw stones on the masjids or dargahs.

There was a system to the apparent madness which seemed to have seized Gujarat. The mobs were going around with computerised lists of Muslim owned shops, factories, godowns, houses, hotels, restaurants, and other properties. They systematically traced out these in various localities of towns and cities and villages and after looting these, set fire to them. It is apparent that all of this would not have been possible without the active connivance and encouragement from the state administration.

The mayhem continued unabated for 4 days. The people were crying out for the army to be deployed. The state administration dithered, deliberately so, for 3 days. It kept reiterating that the army has been put on stand-by duty and would be called in only if needed. It is clear that this was done to give the rioters a free hand. 

In a horrific incident, an ex-Member of the Legislative Assembly, Mr. Ehsan Jaffrey, was threatened in his house. His friends and party colleagues tried to do what they could but they couldn't succeed. They contacted the Congress (I) President Ms. Sonia Gandhi. They tried to ask for an appointment from the Prime Minister, the Home Minister but to no avail. They were not granted an appointment. Mr. Jaffrey was set on fire in his house along with 40 others. Ironically this happened in spite of the fact that several important persons – the Prime Minister, the Home Minister of India, the Chief Minister of Gujarat, the Home Minister of Gujarat and the state Police Chief - knew of his impending fate. They did nothing to stop this.

The Muslims of Gujarat are today a shattered, battered and petrified people. The recent incidents have so shaken them that they trust no one - not the state administration, not the police, not the doctors, not their neighbours, not any one. Their perception of the people about the role of the police is this:

 ?     The police have fired on the Muslims

 ?     The police have misguided them

 ?     Helped to burn the vehicles of the Muslims

 ?     Provided diesel to the rioting mobs to put fire to the 

 Muslims and their property

 ?     Taken the lead of the rioting mob

 ?     Taken away the ambulance belonging to the Muslims and being used 

 to take the injured to the hospital

Those who help the Muslims or try to protect them are being attacked and in this way the community is being isolated and ghettoised.  What is worse is that this time it is no longer confined to the cities and towns but has spread to the villages. Several villages have reported violence and loss of property of the Muslims.

Attached to this proposal is Annexure 1, wherein the all the updates on

the issue is available The Citizen's Initiative - a coalition of secular citizens and organizations

Citizens' Initiative (CI) is a coalition of secular social organizations and socially concerned citizens. This coalition emerged during the earthquake that hit Gujarat and could orchestrate a coordinated response to the situation by pooling resources and expertise. Although the CI has no formal membership or legal registration, it has more than 25 social originations and several prominent persons who provide their resources and expertise voluntarily till the government and NGOs take control of the situation.

CI responded to the social crisis created by communal holocaust by sending teams to various affected areas in order to cater to their immediate physical, medical and emotional needs.

Attached to this is the list of organization which are apart of the CI

(Annexure II) Activities being implemented

From 1st March onward the CI organized a coordination center at St.

Xavier's Social Service Society to procure, dispatch and distribute to the camps food supplies, medical teams, medicines and ambulance services. Till date it has dispatched 150 tonnes of food materials, and medicines worth 3 lakhs rupees to 35 camps.  It has provided specialized teams with medicines to hospitals to cater to burn victims. Trauma counseling for the affected victims. The CI has provided 90 mobile toilets at various camps and two teams to take care of solid waste management.

Projection of financial requirements for the short term

In spite of the above supplies that CI have managed to send to all the

camps, there are still serious needs that are coming up from various camps that the Government has still not recognized and also from the other rural areas of Gujarat for food as well as non-food items. As a result the people in these camps are in a very critical situation and need immediate support 

? Our assessment shows that almost 20,000 people in these camps would

require food relief for at least the next ten days till the  government recognizes them. Based on our present estimate, minimal food assistance would work out to Rs. 25/- per day per person.

? Non-food assistance in terms of women's and children's clothing,

personal toiletries, basic household utilities would be required within one month, as and when the families start leaving the relief camps for their respective areas of residence to rebuild their lives. Our estimate only for the city of Ahmedabad is that about 10,000 households may have to be provided non food assistance worth Rs. 500/- per household.

Budget

Serial No. 
Items
 
Target
Unit cost
 Total cost







for 10 days
   (Rs.)



_________
_____

______
___________
 _____________

 1.
 
Food

20,000
Rs. 25/-
   5,000,000

            Assistance  people
per person

 





per day

 2.

Non-food 
10,000
Rs. 500/-
   5,000,000

 

Assistance
households 
per

            



household

Total





  10,000,000

Conclusion:

As is clear from the above proposal we have now addressed only the relief needs. As 95% of the Muslim families are from extremely poor conditions, rehabilitation is going to be a major challenge. Restoration of their means of livelihood, houses to be rebuilt and set up, rebuilding confidence, rebuilding the childhood of all children who are traumatized by the mindless violence etc. are challenges we need to take up. We hope you would consider such requirements in the near future.

Kindly let us know how much assistance you would be able to provide with immediate effect.

Annexure 

---------

The membership of Citizens' Initiatives has now increased and we present below a fresh list of organisations that form part of this secular coalition, apart from numerous individuals, both of who are giving freely and fearlessly of their time and services.

1.
Behavioural Science Centre (BSC);

2.    St. Xavier's Social Service Society (XSSS);

3.    Centre for Development (CED);

4.    MARAG;

5.    Saath;

6.    Action Aid;

7.    Abhigam Collective;

8.    ANALA;

9.    Ahmedabad Community Foundation;

10.  
Janvikas;

11.  
Navsarjan;

12.  
Darshan;

13.  
Vishwa Gujarat Samaj;

14.  
St. Xavier's College;

15.  
Gurjarvani;

16.  
Premal Jyoti;

17.  
Samarth;

18.  
Mahila Patchwork;

19.  
Oxfam;

20.  
Darpana Academy;

21.  
Eklavya Foundation;

22.  
Prashant;

23.  
Unnati;

24.  
Anjali Hospital (Ranasar);

25.  
INSAF;

26.  
Vikas Adhyayan Kendra;

27.  
SWATI;

28.  
SEED;

29.  
Sanchetna;

30.  
Ashadeep, Vidyanagar;

31.  
Anandi;

32.  
CEDRA, Nadiad;
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